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ACTION PM-04 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO MMO-01 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 

CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-OO NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 

INRE-00 MC-02 ACDA-07 H-02 AID-05 IGA-02 OMB-01 

TRSE-00 PER-01 ABF-01 PRS-01 /063 W 

073205 

O R 012112Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASY MANAGUA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1721 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASY SAN SALADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 

CON IDENTIAL MANAGUA 5544 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, NU 

SUBJECT: FUTURE OF MILITARY GROUPS 

REF: (A)STATE 292128, (B) MANAGUA 2349 (C) MANAGUA 4280, 

(D) MANAGUA 4724 

1 . EMB EVALUATION OF MILGP MANNING REQUIREMENTS WAS DETAILED REF- 
TEL B. IN REFTEL C GON ATTITUDE TOWARD REDUCTION WAS EXPLAINED. 
FURTHER COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF IMPACT ON US-GON MILITARY RELATION- 
SHIP IN TERMS OF MILGP REDUCTION LED TO VALIDATION OF PREVIOUS 
CONCLUSION THAT MIMIMUM STAFFING SHOULD BE TEN MILITARY PERSONNEL 
DECREASING TO EIGHT BY 1981 (REFTEL D.) 

2. IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST RE FURTHER COMMENT ON REDUCTION TO SIX 
MILITARY PERSONNEL (REFTEL A) EMB VIEW IS THAT MIL STAFFING COULD 
BE REDUCED TO SIX ONLY AS RESULT OF ELIMINATION OF MILGP FUNCTIONS 
CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL AND THAT THE CONSEQUENCES WOULD IMPAIR US-GON 
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WITH REQUEST FOR REMEDIAL CONGRESSIONAL ACTION TO ALLOW INCREASE 
FROM THREE TO SIX MIL PESONNEL DESPITE THE FACT THAT THIS WOULD 
NOT MEET OUR PERCEIVED MINIMUM LEVELS, MB REQUESTS THAT POLICY 
TOWARD STAFFING IN NICARAGUA BE SAME AS THAT IN OTHER CA COUNTRIES 
WIH MILGRPS TO SOFTENA IMPACT OF THE REDUCTION. 


3. EMB REQUESTS THAT DEPT. OBTAIN VIEWS ON THIS SUBJECT FROM AMBAS- 
SADOR THEBERG WHO IS IN WASHINGTON ON CONSULTATION. 

RUBENSTEIN 
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